[Study and significance of cryoimmunoglobulins in chronic liver diseases].
The presence, composition and significance of cryoglobulins was studied in a group of 80 patients suffering from different chronic liver diseases. 43 patients (53.75%) had detectable levels of cryoglobulins and there was a significant correlation (p less than 0.02) between the presence of these and the group of chronic active hepatitis. The immunochemical analysis of the cryoglobulins showed a clear predominance of type III (mixed polyclonal). There was a statistically significant correlation (p less than 0.001) between the appearance of cryoglobulins in chronic liver disease (in general) and extrahepatic clinical manifestations. When the subgroups were analyzed, this correlation was significant in the group of patients with chronic active hepatitis (p less than 0.002) and in those with liver disease of unknown origin (p less than 0.001). The type of cryoglobulins most frequently found in the group of patients with extrahepatic manifestations was also type III (mixed polyclonal).